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Where Do We Begin?
|. The Biblical Record

A. Our First Beginning: The Pre-National Period
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Avraham’s Journey launches the story of our people...

B. Our Second Beginning
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Preparations for the Exodus launch the story of our nation ...

Il. Why Begin Twice? Exploring the Legacies of the Patriarchal/Matriarchal Era

A. The Balance Between T'n' and 112¥

e An era of D'1'n' before nationhood: The Individuality of the niax and ninnx in
experience and thought...
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Relating to Holiness
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Relating to God in Prayer

e The balance as a corrective for the failure of past generations
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Talmud Yerushalmi: The violent theft lay in the theft of value less than a peruta
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The generation of dispersion mourned the loss of bricks, but not the loss of human life.

B. The Family as the Most Important Institution in Jewish Thought and Survival
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On the eve of the Exodus

A:0' NINY
XY 127 TN ARV N7 RN DD MR INNTM 217 1R R DPIRNTIR N nunl
At Sinai
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In the wilderness

C. A Nation Born with a Pre-Existing Legacy
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At the Burning Bush: Moshe’s Introduction to God
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At the Burning Bush: The Israelites’ Introduction to God
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To the next generation: over and over again
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In obligatory ritual

D. A Two-Way Legacy
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An apparent contradiction in the instructions concerning the division of the land: HaShem
states: “To these shall the land be divided,” yet then declares: “according to the names of

their fathers’ tribes shall they inherit.”
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Three opinions offered to address the “contradiction.” All factor in the previous generation.




